
JUST-IN-TIME MATHS  

FOILing Binomials 
Just-in-Time Maths lessons are intended as a quick review of a specific topic that you have 

learned before but with which you are feeling a bit rusty. They are NOT intended as complete 

lessons for topics you have not previously studied. We hope you find the information timely in 

helping you be successful in your current mathematics course. 

 

Table of Contents: web.clark.edu/skeely/JIT (List of JIT lessons in HTML and PDF formats.) 

Watch Video Examples 

 Example 1 introduces FOIL to multiply binomials: 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-X4SSeIjsY 

 

Example 2 covers a common mistake that can occur when squaring binomials: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7ivdpf4XnQ  

 

Example 3 shows FOILing conjugate binomials: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBASaFceZxY  

 

The examples above are from Mathispower4U at mathispower4u.yolasite.com. 

 Patrick Just Math Tutorials (PatrickJMT) introduces FOIL to multiply binomials:  

patrickjmt.com/polynomials-adding-subtracting-multiplying-and-simplifying-ex-3 

 Algebra Test Helper uses special product formulae to multiply binomials rather than 

FOIL: algebratesthelper.com/polynomial-multiplication-special-rules/polynomial-

multiplication-special-rules 

Study Written Lessons 

 PurpleMath's lesson compares FOIL to the "horizontal method" of multiplying binomials:  
www.purplemath.com/modules/polymult2.htm 

 Regents compares several methods including the "block method" and the "tile method", 

both great for visual learners! 

www.regentsprep.org/Regents/math/ALGEBRA/AV3/Smul_bin.htm 

Work Practice Problems 

 AlgebraHelp.com provides several interactive problems with "step-by-step" complete 
solutions: algebrahelp.com/worksheets/view/simplifying/foilmethod.quiz 
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 Printable (PDF format) problem set with answers from Math Worksheets Go: 

www.mathworksheetsgo.com/downloads/algebra/polynomials/multiplying-binomials-

worksheet.pdf  

Explore Additional Resources 

 Play the Quia Rags to Riches game: www.quia.com/rr/341822.html 

 Play Slider Math's FOIL game: www.slidermath.com/rpoly/Polym4.shtml 
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