
JUST-IN-TIME MATHS  

Distributive Law 
Just-in-Time Maths lessons are intended as a quick review of a specific topic that you have 

learned before but with which you are feeling a bit rusty. They are NOT intended as complete 

lessons for topics you have not previously studied. We hope you find the information timely in 

helping you be successful in your current mathematics course. 

 

Table of Contents: web.clark.edu/skeely/JIT (List of JIT lessons in HTML and PDF formats.) 

Watch Video Examples 

 Example 1 basic distributive property www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nt8V5cEvAz8 
 

Example 2 simplifying via the distributive law 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=37M21khLNk4 

 

Example 3 simplifies an algebraic expression that contains an element requiring the 

distributive law: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A8lLbZCrlw 

 

The examples above are from Mathispower4U at mathispower4u.yolasite.com. 

 The following examples from Patrick Just Math Tutorials (PatrickJMT) involve 

simplifying algebraic expressions involving the distributive law and collecting like terms. 

They are fairly comprehensive. Take one step at a time and follow order of operations! 

 

Example 1: patrickjmt.com/polynomials-adding-subtracting-multiplying-and-

simplifying-ex-1 

 

Example 2: patrickjmt.com/polynomials-adding-subtracting-multiplying-and-

simplifying-ex-2 

 If you need more, see Algebra Test Helper's full video lesson: 

algebratesthelper.com/distributive-property/distributive-property 

Study Written Lessons 

 PurpleMath's lessons start with the basics of the distributive law and build the examples 
to a point where they involve multiple operations, distributive law, collecting like terms, 

and order of operations.  

 

Simplifying with Parentheses: www.purplemath.com/modules/simparen.htm 

 

Simplifying with Nested Parentheses www.purplemath.com/modules/simparen2.htm 

includes an interactive practice problem. 
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Work Practice Problems 

 AlgebraHelp.com provides several interactive problems with "step-by-step" complete 

solutions: 

www.algebrahelp.com/worksheets/view/simplifying/distribution.quiz 

 Mathopolis provides ten problems to try with complete solutions. Click 

www.mathsisfun.com/algebra/expanding.html then scroll down to the "Your Turn" box. 

Explore Additional Resources 
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